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Response to Comment L14-17
In response to comments, the text of Section 3.15 has been revised.
The changes are indicated in Section 3.15 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment L14-18
In response to comments, the text of Section 3.15 has been revised.
The changes are indicated in Section 3.15 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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Response to Comment L14-19
In response to comments, the text of Section 3.15 has been revised.
The changes are indicated in Section 3.15 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment L14-20
In response to comments, the text of Section 3.15 has been revised.
The changes are indicated in Section 3.15 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment L14-21
The specific conservation methods to be implemented under the
Proposed Project have not been determined. As noted in the Draft
EIR/EIS in Section 2.2.3.1, the conservation program could include a
potentially broad and varying range of conservation measures to
provide maximum flexibility to the IID Board to adopt the program to
changing circumstances, methods, and participants over the lengthy
Project term. Assumptions were made for modeling purposes that
would capture the full range of potential impacts. The impacts of the
conservation program ultimately adopted will fall somewhere within this
range.
The EIR/EIS presents the type and magnitude of estimated third-party
socioeconomic impacts associated with the Proposed Project and each
alternative evaluated in the EIR/EIS. As described in the Draft EIR/EIS,
depending on the eventual implementation of the water conservation
program, there could either be beneficial or adverse impacts to the
regional economy. If water is conserved using on-farm and water
delivery system improvements, it is anticipated that there would be
beneficial effects to regional employment; therefore, there would not be
any adverse effects to mitigate. If fallowing is used to conserve all or a
portion of the water to be transferred, there would be adverse effects to
the regional economy and farm workers as identified in the Draft
EIR/EIS. 

The IID Board will consider whether to implement socioeconomic
mitigation measures when it considers whether to approve the
Proposed Project or an alternative to the Proposed Project.
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Response to Comment L14-22
The commenter discusses how transfer proceeds should be allocated
and states that mitigation costs should be borne by parties other than
IID. These issues will be addressed by the IID Board when it considers
whether to approve the Project. The Proposed Project is not intended to
encourage a cutback in agricultural production, except to the extent that
fallowing is used as a conservation measure. The socioeconomic
impacts of fallowing are addressed in Section 3.14 of the Draft EIR/EIS.
The primary impetus for the Project was IID's interest in developing
incentives to encourage water-use efficiencies and on-farm
conservation. Regarding the request for indemnity, the commenter
notes that IID should not proceed with the Project unless it is
indemnified and protected from unanticipated problems. The EIR/EIS
process is designed to identify, to the extent possible, the Project
impacts and appropriate mitigation measures. We note that the
Implementation Agreement for the HCP is expected to limit liability for
unforeseen circumstances pursuant to the "No Surprises Rule"
implementing Section 10 of the federal ESA. It is anticipated that the IID
Board will evaluate the risks and costs of the Project before committing
to proceed and that farmers will evaluate the advantages and
disadvantages in the voluntary on-farm program before deciding to
participate.
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Response to Comment L14-23
See response to Comment L14-21.



10-483

Letter - L14
Page 11



10-484

Letter - L14
Page 12

Response to Comment L14-24
See response to Comment L14-21.
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